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Connecting Expression: Opening Up Society Through Art

6/2(8) June 2 (Mon) 14:00 - 15:00
[EEBAEE Taro Okabe

FiE)I3EZE  Hiroaki Nakatsugawa
$ARTF  Kyoko Suzuki

Where Expression Begins: People, Places, and Possibilities

SESSION 2 RIDPEENDS ~IFE A TDERE~

6/2(A) June 2 (Mon) 16:30 — 17:30
)11{EF Shuhei Shinkawa
L F52#1 Masato Yamashita

SESSION FKRABLLAVW~T7— 2D LLZHELBE~
The Joy of Expression: Diverse Ways of Experiencing Art
6/3(X) June 3 (Tue) 14:00 - 15:00
FATTHESE  Yuji Akimoto
A/8—F %% > ANJL Robert Campbell

What Is Expression? Rethinking the Role of Art
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6/3(X) June 3 (Tue) 16:30 - 17:30
AYy— <% FFJIF Roger McDonald
fhiE)I;%5E  Hiroaki Nakatsugawa

KB 2 ¥+ 7Y — WEST Gallery WEST, Yumeshima, Osaka
l%%*ﬁl— (B, 2025 KPR - EAEAEASZRF I v FHBETT) Gallery admission free (You need an EXPO 2025 admission ticket.)
$&EH R — b Available Viewing Support
% BZAZEFEEEER Japanese Sign Language Interpretation

HEREHESR  Simultaneous Japanese-English Interpretation
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Organizers: International Communication Center for Persons with Disabilities, BiG-i, Japan Arts Council, Agency for Cultural Affairs HTNIFEEI—R[Uni-Voice] ©9,
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Taro Okabe

Chairperson of the Tanpopo-no-ye Foundation

Born in 1979 in Maebashi City. Motivated by a desire to
design a society where people of diverse backgrounds
can live fulfilling lives, they have worked at
Tanpopo-no-ye in Nara for over 20 years. They have led
initiatives such as the Able Art Movement, which
explores new possibilities in art, and the Good Job!
Project, which seeks new ways of making and working.
In addition, they are engaged in curating and producing
exhibitions and stage performances, as well as
providing consultation and support related to disability
and the arts.
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Hiroaki Nakatsugawa

Artist / Art Director

Has long been involved in creative activities with
people with disabilities. Engaged in a wide range of
projects including exhibition planning and production,
curatorial work, open-call art exhibitions, and
barrier-free art studios. Actively works across diverse
fields such as art, welfare, education, and healthcare to
reexamine the meaning of “art" and build connections
between art and society. Also creates and presents
their own works as an artist both in Japan and
internationally.
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Kyoko Suzuki

Producer (Deputy Director),

International Communication Center for Persons with
Disabilities, BiG-i

Since 2001, has been involved in planning and producing
programs at BiG-i. Actively engages in the planning,
production, and management of inclusive performances
and exhibitions that everyone can participate in, as well
as in supporting artists with disabilities. Author of Toward
Inclusive Theatre: How the Anti-Discrimination Law for
Persons with Disabilities Will Transform Theatres
(published by Village Press).
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Shuhei Shinkawa

Chairperson, Katayama-Kobo,

NPO Welfare Corporation 100 YEARS

Born in 1974 in Nagata, Kobe. In 2003, founded
Katayama-Kobo, an organization dedicated to
supporting the creative expression of people with
disabilities. Guided by the belief in never limiting human
potential, that everyone can become someone, and by
the principles of “trusting" and “waiting." As an
organization, they have received numerous awards,
including the Kobe Culture Award for Distinguished
Service and the Nagata Special Cultural Award.
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Masato Yamashita

Director, Atelier Yamanami,

Social Welfare Corporation Yamanami-kai

Born in 1967. After graduating from high school and
working in various fields, began working in May 1989 as
a support stuff at Yamanami Kyodo-Working Center, a
non-certified workplace for people with disabilities. In
1990, founded Atelier Korobokkuru, placing importance
on mutual trust and supporting each individual at their
own pace and with their own aspirations, with the aim of
encouraging free, expressive, and individual ways of
living. Since May 2008, has been serving as the director
of Atelier Yamanami.
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Yuji Akimoto

Professor Emeritus of Tokyo University of the Arts / Chief
Executive Director of 21st Century Museum of
Contemporary Art, Kanazawa / Professor Emeritus of
Tainan National University of the Arts / Art Critic

Worked at Benesse Art Site Naoshima, the 21st Century
Museum of Contemporary Art, Kanazawa, and The
University Art Museum, Tokyo University of the Arts.
Major projects include the Art House Projectin Naoshima,
the Art Crafting Towards the Futur exhibition, Japonismes
2018: YU-ICHI INOUE, and GO FOR KOGEI — Hokuriku
Craft Festival, among others.

AN—F Fyr xR

BAXFWRE, FREAXPRGHIR.

FAREWAT A TT—V8BR

Za—3—UmhE, FFIITIF - WAEKROXR FIC
IR o BROEX S =i BRALICHT MR
ZI15. ERREICIESFFEEICEEESE. (LT
H) Gz [BAEH & RPIE] (B Y 7 4 7 XE,
). [F ERR K SEIRFAE) GEaka)  [RRBEEME] (B
XE) EDH B,

Robert Campbell

University Professor of Waseda University, is a scholar of
Japanese literature, Director of Sendai Mediatheque.

Originally from New York City. Specializes in literature from
the Edo and Meiji periods, with a particular focus on
Sino-Japanese classical literature, art, and thought from the
mid-Edo to Meiji eras. Major edited and authored works
include Senso Goi-shu (Vocabulary of War, lwanami Shoten),
Yomu Utsuwa (Reading Vessels, Tankosha), Nihon Koten to
Kansensho (Japanese Classics in a Time of Contagion,
Kadokawa Sophia Bunko, editor), Inoue Yésui eiyaku
kasha (Collected English Translations of the Lyrics of Inoue
Yosui, Kodansha), Tokyo hyakunen monogatari (Stories from
a Tokyo Century, lwanami Bunko), among others.
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Roger McDonald

Born 1971 in Tokyo, educated in UK, PhD in Modern Art History and
Mysticism, worked as a curator on numerous exhibitions including
Yokohama Triennale 2001, Singapore Biennale 2006 and Museum of
Together 2017. He is a founding member of non profit organization AIT
and has directed its Study Program for 25 years. Founded Fenberger
House in Mochizuki Nagano in 2013 where he has held workshops
including ‘Record Sandwich Club' and Civic Recovery Centre
Mochizuki. Published ‘Deep Looking: A Guide to Sustained Attention'
in 2022. Became the Director of The Tatsue Mingei Museum in 2023.
Active with AIT on climate action in the art sector since 2018.
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TEL: 072-290-0962 FAX: 072-290-0972 Email: arts@big-i.jp
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Inquiries

Expo and Art Desk, International Communication Center for Persons with Disabilities, BiG-i

1-8-1, Chayamadai, Minami-ku, Sakai-shi, Osaka-fu 590-0115
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